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Structural adaptations are physical attributes that help organisms meet their life
needs. Examples: fins to swim, teeth to chew, claws to dig, color to camouflage, ears to
hear, tails for balance, spikes on seeds to catch a ride with animals
Behavioral adaptations are behaviors organisms perform to meet their life needs.
Examples: migrating in order to reproduce, finding food and water, or escaping poor
weather, digging in the soil to find food, hiding from predators, or regulating body
temperature, squirting ink to distract predators, dropping leaves to conserve energy

An organism is a living
thing. 

One organism is part of a
population. A
population is the number
of one type of organism
living in one location. 

All the living and nonliving
parts of communities in the
same area make up an
ecosystem.

Populations of plants and
animals living together
make up a community.

Surviving in an
Ecosystem

Energy
Transfer in an

Ecosystem

Organisms have structural
and behavioral adaptations
to help them survive.

Energy is transferred
through food webs. A food
web is a graphic picture of
how the living things in an
ecosystem are connected
through energy.

A role an organism has in an ecosystem.
SEAGRASS NICHE:

•  Makes its own food using the sun’s energy
•  Food source for migrating birds, such as the Canada Goose
•  Provides habitat for juvenile shrimp, crabs, and fish
•  Once decayed, becomes a food source for many filter feeders such as 
oysters and clams

•  Roots keep soil in place
•  Leaves trap sediment to keep water clear

Niche

Human Impact Humans can have
an impact on ecosystems. 
• Negative Impact: Clearing land
without replanting, using harmful
chemicals on lawns and trees,
overhunting and overfishing, and
polluting. 

• Positive Impact:Managing land
responsibly, adhering to fishing and
hunting laws, reducing pollution
and waste.
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